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Section 4.—Road Traffic

Up to the present the motor-vehicle has affected passenger traffic of the steam
and electric railways more than freight traffic. This diversion of passenger traffic
has been effected largely by the private automobile, although the motor-bus is
rapidly becoming more important and now operates between all large centres.
The motor-truck also carries a considerable amount of freight.

As explained at p. 677, certain statistics in regard to motor carriers were collected
for 1942 and 1943, and those relating to freight and passengers carried are presented in
Table 8. Traffic data were not available for the majority of the small operators
and about a third of theilarge truck companies had no reliable records of tons of
freight handled; consequently, the freight statistics are incomplete. A difficulty
in compiling weights, which is quite understandable, is that much traffic was carried
on a load basis and not a weight basis. Records of passengers appeared to be fairly
complete, possibly because tickets were sold and accounted for, and the unit was not
so complex as for freight carried.

8.—Traffic Carried by Motor Carriers, 1942 and 1943

Note.—Large freight carriers include those with annual revenues of $20,000 or over; small freight carriers
those with annual revenues of from $8,000 to $20,000.
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Motor-Vehicle Accidents.—Motorists are required to report accidents but
comprehensive statistics are not available for all provinces. The Vital Statistics
Branch of the Bureau of Statistics compiles statistics on all deaths from motor-
vehiele accidents and these are shown in Table 9. A direct comparison of such
statistics between the provinces is of little value due to differences in size, population,
motor-vehicle density, ete., but, to put them on somewhat the same basis, the
average number of deaths per 10,000 registered motor-vehicles has also been tabu-
lated. These data still give no weight to differences in use of motor-vehicles, differ-
ences in climate, roads, tourist cars, etc., all of which are factors in accidents.

Table 10 shows the number of persons killed or injured in automobile accidents
as reported by the motor-vebicle branches of the Provincial Governments. It is
quite possible that the latter reported some persons as injured who subsequently



